Power Ministers Conferencein New Delhi

Rs. 514 Crore should be granted under Rajiv Gandhi Grameen vidhyutikaran Yojana

: Dr. Jitendra Singh
Jaipur, June 23. Power Minister of Rajasthan Dr. Jitendra Singh urged the centre government to
allocate the sum of Rs. 514 crore to provide eectricity to 10, 294 Dhanies (Hamlets) under the
Rajiv Gandhi Gramin Vidhyhyutikaran Y ojana (RGGVY).

Dr. Singh was addressing the one day conference of Power Ministers of states held under
the chairmanship of Union Minister for Power, Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde on Tuesday in New
Delhi.

Dr. Singh said earlier, the RGGVY schemes were sanctioned for Dhanies of Population
more than 300, but now Dhanies with population more than 100, are also included. The state
government has therefore prepared 17 supplementary schemes covering these Dhanies and
submitted to Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) and 16 more such schemes will be
proposed to REC shortly, which isto be sanctioned by planning commission.

Dr. Jitendra Singh informed that by the end of 11th Five Year Plan power generation
capacity of Rgjasthan would be doubled and would be more than triple by the end of 12th Five
Year Plan. Dr. Singh informed that by the steps taken by the state power generation capacity of
the state government would be 13849.96 MW by the end of the year 2011-12 and it is expected
to increase to 25799.87 MW by the end of 12th Five Y ear Plan.

He informed Rajasthan government has given top priority to power sector. It has aso
given priority in yearly plan also. Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot declared in front of UPA
Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi, to not to increase power tariff for agriculture purpose for next
fiveyears, he said.

He informed that the state government has taken up the ambitious programme to add
5986 MW generation capacity in 11th five year plan, out of which 1040 MW has already been
synchronized. Work isin progress on the rest.

Dr. Singh informed that sate government has decided to set up three super critical thermal
power plants of 1320 MW capacity. Of these projects, Chhabra and Suratgarh power station's
work would be completed by the state government while a project in Banswara would be taken
under private sector.

He urged the centre to alocate Coal-Blocks for these power stations from Chhatisgarh.
He also asked to not to force states to import coal. Dr. Singh urged the centre government to
reduce the financial burden on power utilities. The interest rates charged by Power Finance
Corporation and Rural Electrification on the loans granted to the power utilities are quite high
than those charged by commercia banks. This is adversely affecting the power sector, he said.
Dr. Singh aso put forward the demand to abolish service tax and income tax on purchase of
electricity.

Minister of New and Renewable Energy, Shri Farooq Abdullah, Minister of State for
Power, Shri Bharat Singh Solanki, Minister of State for for PMO Prithvi Rg) Chavan, Minister of
state for Environment and Forest, Shri Jairam Ramesh, Minister of State for coal, Shri Prakash
Jaiswal, also attended the conference.

Principal Secretary (Power) of Raasthan, Shri Shreemat Pandey, Chairman and
Managing Director of Jaipur Vidhyut Vitran Nigam Ltd. Shri S. K. Kalla and Shri R. G. Gupta
also attended the conference.

Shri Singh said that Ragjasthan is the biggest state and maximum part of it is covered by
desert and arid zone. The state is far away from all coa fields of India which cause high
transportation cost and generation cost. Even after all these peculiar conditions Rajasthan is
ahead of all in power reform projects and is on the path of self sufficiency in power generation.

He urged that centre government should soon set up new Nuclear Power Plant at
Banswara and alocate more power to the state from 7th and 8th units of Rajasthan Atomic
Power Station.

He aso drawn center's attention towards plethora of possibilities in the areas of solar
power in Rajasthan and urged to allocate additional budget for the state.
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